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The Pentecost Vigil 
The third typical edition of the Roman Missal offers the option of 
an extended Vigil for Pentecost.  In many ways, this liturgy 
mirrors the Easter Vigil, and acts as a fitting conclusion to the 
Easter Season.  The extended Vigil is summarized here: 

1. After the Kyrie, the priest says the second collect from the 
Vigil Mass (Grant, we pray, almighty God…). 

2.  The priest then addresses the people, encouraging them to 
listen to the Word of God, and to pray for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

3. Four readings with accompanying psalms and collects are given 
in the Missal.  The readings recount the promised gift of the 
Spirit to God’s People throughout salvation history. 

4.  After the last collect, the Gloria is intoned and the first collect 
from the Vigil Mass is read (Almighty ever-living God…). 

5. The reading from Romans (8:22-27) is proclaimed, and Mass 
continues as usual with the Alleluia and the reading of the 
Gospel. 

Liturgical Memos 
June 7: 
Vigil of Pentecost 
The Vigil Mass for Pentecost has its 
own proper readings, and an 
extended form of the Vigil may be 
celebrated.  Evening Prayer may 
also be combined with this Mass, 
as described in the Roman Missal.  
 
June 8:  
Pentecost Sunday 
The Pentecost Sequence, Veni, 
Sancte Spiritus is obligatory on this 
day.  The Sequence is sung prior 
to the Alleluia, while the faithful 
remain sitting.  After Evening 
Prayer, the Easter Candle is 
returned to the area near the 
baptismal font. 
 
June 22:  
Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ 
On this day, when circumstances 
permit, a procession with the 
Blessed Sacrament may take place 
after the principal Mass, as 
described in Holy Communion and 
Worship of the Eucharist Outside 
of Mass, 101-108.   
 
June 28: 
Memorial of the Immaculate 
Heart of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and Memorial of St. 
Irenaeus 
In this year, these two celebrations 
appear on the same day on the 
liturgical calendar, and are listed 
as optional memorials. 
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Updates from the USCCB 
Leccionario and Misal Romano for the United States 

The Leccionario de la Misa for the United States was approved by 
the Holy See in June of last year.  This four volume text is 
currently being prepared for publication, and is expected to be 
delivered in February of 2015.  The Leccionario may be used as 
early as February 18, 2015 (Ash Wednesday), and must be used by 
May 24, 2015 (Pentecost Sunday).  After that date, no other 
Spanish version of the Leccionario will be permitted for liturgical 
use in the dioceses of the United States. 

The Misal Romano, Tercera Edición for the United States is 
currently being reviewed by the Holy See.  The USCCB expects a 
speedy confirmation.  The US Misal will include several 
additional Mass formularies and Prefaces in the Common of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  As well, an Appendix will contain Mass 
formularies of the patron saints of 21 Latin American countries, 
recognizing the immigrant populations of the Spanish-speaking 
faithful in the United States. 

Rite of Marriage 

The revised Order for Celebrating Matrimony was approved by the 
US bishops at their November 2013 meeting.  The texts have 
been sent to the Holy See for recognitio.  In preparation for the 
implementation of this revised text, the Bishops’ Committee on 
Divine Worship will be offering national workshops in early 2015.  

 

St. Cecilia Academy 
1. What is the St. Cecilia 

Academy? 

The St. Cecilia Academy is a new 
Archdiocesan training program 
for parish musicians at St. 
Joseph’s Seminary.  Classes 
begin in the fall of 2014. 

2. Why would my parish 
musician want to attend the St. 
Cecilia Academy? 

Many dedicated parish musicians 
have received musical training, 
but have had little or no 
introduction to the principles of 
liturgy and sacred music.  The St. 
Cecilia Academy provides this 
training in a cost-effective 
manner. 

3. Are there any fees associated 
with the St. Cecilia Academy? 

Students of the St. Cecilia 
Academy receive a 50% discount 
in Seminary tuition when 
sponsored by their parish. 

4.  Where can I find out more 
information about the St. Cecilia 
Academy? 

See the advertisement attached 
to this newsletter, or contact the 
Archdiocesan Office of Liturgy. 
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Recent Liturgical Clarifications 

Adding water to multiple chalices 
The Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments has recently answered a dubium 
regarding the use of several chalices, and the rubric requiring the mixing of wine with water.  The 
Congregation notes that it is sufficient for water to be added only to the chalice used by the main celebrant.  
The addition of water to the other chalices, however, would not in any way be considered an abuse.  The 
US Bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship offered the following observation on this clarification: 

 Canon 924 §1 states, “The most holy Eucharistic sacrifice must be offered with bread and with wine in 
 which a little water must be mixed.” Still, it has long been held, and affirmed by the Council of Trent, 
 that the ritual mixing of wine and water is symbolic of the blood and water flowing from Christ’s side as 
 he hung upon the cross. The words spoken as the gesture is carried out, “By the mystery of this water 
 and wine may we come to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in our 
 humanity,” also indicate that the mixing represents the unification of Christ’s divinity with our 
 humanity. 
 
Procedure for purifying vessels 
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) gives several helpful indications regarding the options 
for the purification of the sacred vessels at Mass.  Paragraph 163 of the GIRM describes the purifications 
at a Mass without a Deacon in this way:  

Upon returning to the altar, the Priest collects the fragments, should any remain, and he stands at the 
altar or at the credence table and purifies the paten or ciborium over the chalice, and after this 
purifies the chalice, saying quietly the formula… What has passed our lips, and dries the chalice with a 
purificator.  Nevertheless, it is also permitted to leave vessels needing to be purified, especially if 
there are several, on a corporal, suitably covered, either on the altar or on the credence table, and to 
purify them immediately after Mass, after the Dismissal of the people. 

The US Bishops’ Secretariat of Divine Worship has recently pointed out that a similar procedure should be 
followed when a deacon is present at Mass.  In this case, however, a deacon should not purify the vessels at 
the altar, but at the credence table: 

When the distribution of Communion is over, the Deacon returns to the altar with the Priest, 
collects the fragments, should any remain, and then carries the chalice and other sacred vessels to the 
credence table, where he purifies them and arranges them as usual (GIRM, 183).  

The Secretariat explained that a deacon always performs the purifications at the credence table “perhaps 
to avoid the appearance of the deacon doing a ministry alone at the altar that is other than preparatory or 
in assistance to the priest.”  In this way, the Church seeks to avoid any confusion between the offices of 
deacon and priest with regard to their manner of service at the altar. 
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Coming Soon:  
Archdiocesan Training for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion and Lectors 
Beginning this fall, the Archdiocesan Office of Liturgy and the Office 
of Adult Faith Formation will be offering a training program for 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and Lectors.  The 
program will be vicariate-based, and will feature well-credentialed 
speakers and a multimedia presentation style.  Archdiocesan Guidelines 
for Extraordinary Ministers and Lectors will also be sent to parishes   
and published on the Archdiocesan website in the fall.  More 
information to be announced in the coming months. 

 
Upcoming Workshops, Conferences and Events  

May 21 - GIA reading sessions for bilingual hymnal, Oramos Contando/We Pray in Song at Corpus Christi 
 Church in Manhattan 

 Clinicians Richard Lopez and Bob Batastini will present each workshop bilingually in English and in 
Spanish.  These are free and open to the public.  Hymnals will be available to purchase at the discounted 
rate of $10.  More information: (800) GIA-1358 ext. 11 or e-mail maryl@giamusic.com 

June 16-19 - Rites of Penance and Pastoral Care of the Sick Conference at Notre Dame University 

 A liturgical gathering of catechetical leaders, directors of liturgy and music, pastors, diocesan directors of 
Offices of Liturgy, and others will be held at Notre Dame University from June 16-19.  This year’s Symposium 
will focus on the Rites of Penance and the Pastoral Care of the Sick, as they pertain to catechesis, liturgical 
celebration, preaching, and spirituality.  Registration Fee is $285.  More information: www.liturgy.nd.edu 

December 26th, 2015-January 2, 2016 - 40th International Congress of Pueri Cantores in Rome 

 American Choirs are invited to participate in this event organized by the student choral organization of 
the Catholic Church.  More information: www.pcchoirs.org 

 
 

Archdiocese of New York 
Office of Liturgy 

Fr. Matthew Ernest, S.T.D., Director 
201 Seminary Avenue 

Yonkers, New York 10704 
914.968.6200, ext.8177 

nyliturgy.org  



Liturgy Update  Archdiocese of New York 
Vol 1.3 - June 2014  Office of Liturgy 
   

Liturgy Update liturgy@archny.org 5 

 

  

Beginning in the fall of  2014  

St. Cecilia Academy for 
Pastoral Musicians 

!
The St. Cecilia Academy: a four-course, fully 

accredited program offered through St. Joseph's 
Seminary in the field of  liturgical music for the 

purpose of  training parish musicians in the history, 
theology, and pastoral principles of  liturgy and 

sacred music. 
!

Sponsored by the Archdiocese of  New York Office of  Liturgy  

and St. Joseph’s Seminary 

Archdiocese of  New York 
Office of  Liturgy 
Office: 914.968.6200 
Email: liturgy@archny.org !!
 
201 Seminary Avenue 
Yonkers, NY 10704

Archdiocesan Training For 
Parish Musicians 
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Accreditation 
At the conclusion of  this course of  study, a qualified musician (i.e., one 
who holds a degree in music or who can demonstrate musical 
proficiency) will receive accreditation as a pastoral musician in 
the Archdiocese of  New York. 

Tuition  
Musicians sponsored by their parish receive a substantial discount 
in Seminary tuition (50%).  Parishes may wish to cover the cost of  
tuition for their musicians, especially if  they are unsalaried. 

Masters Degree 
Courses are fully accredited Masters Level Courses and may be 
used toward the pursuit of  the Master of  Arts Degree in Theology or 
the Master of  Arts Degree in Pastoral Studies from St. Joseph's 
Seminary. 

More Information  
Contact the Archdiocesan Office of  Liturgy: liturgy@archny.org

Archdiocese of  New York 
Office of  Liturgy 
Office: 914.968.6200 
Email: liturgy@archny.org !!
 
201 Seminary Avenue 
Yonkers, NY 10704

Course Offerings 
Introduction to Liturgy 

Sacred Music: History, Principles, Liturgical Planning  
Liturgical Year 

Principles of  Chant


